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2 former Trump aides guilty 


In plea deal, Cohen implicates 
Trump in hush-money scheme 


By DAVID WILLMAN 
Washington Bureau 


WASHINGTON — President Donald Trump’s former personal 
lawyer and longtime “fixer? Michael Cohen, pleaded guilty Tuesday 
to eight charges of felony fraud and campaign finance law violations 
— and implicated Trump for directing him to arrange payments to 
buy the silence of two women who said they had affairs with him. 

Cohen, who had vowed as recently as last year to “take a bullet” to 
protect Trump, now poses what could be a legal threat to his 
presidency by fingering him in an alleged conspiracy to violate 
campaign laws. 

During a hearing before U.S. District Court Judge William Pauley 
in Manhattan, Cohen said he had facilitated $280,000 in hush 
money payments to porn actress Stormy Daniels and former 
Playmate model Karen McDougal “in coordination and at the 
direction of a candidate for federal office.” 

See COHEN, page 12 
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Manafort convicted on 8 charges; 
Judge declares mistrial on 10 others 


By CHRIS MEGERIAN AND LAURA KING 
Washington Bureau 


ALEXANDRIA, VA. — A federal jury convicted Paul Manafort, 
President Donald Trump’s former campaign chairman, of eight 
counts of tax evasion and bank fraud Tuesday, a victory for special 
counsel Robert Mueller in the first criminal trial brought by his 
office. 

The jury said it was deadlocked on 10 related charges and the 
judge declared a mistrial on them after four days of deliberations 
and a 12-day trial that focused in part on Manafort’s gilded 
lifestyle, making him a symbol of greed in the Trump era. 

Manafort, 69, showed a glimmer of a smile when he learned the 
jurors could not reach an unanimous decision on the 10 charges. 
But it quickly disappeared as a clerk read the eight guilty verdicts. 

He was convicted on five counts of filing false tax returns, one 
count of not filing a report on a foreign bank account and two 
See MANAFORT, page 12 
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Lowering 
Obamacare 
rates OK’d 
by feds 


Maryland receives waiver to 
use tax on insurance firms 
as subsidy for health care 


By MICHAEL DRESSER 
The Baltimore Sun 


State officials plan to announce Wednes- 
day that the Trump administration has 
approved a federal waiver that is expected to 
stave off increases in health insurance costs 
for more than 200,000 Marylanders. 

The two main sponsors of the legislation 
designed to control costs under Obamacare 
confirmed that the federal government has 
given Maryland the green light for its 
reinsurance program. 

Amelia Chasse, a spokesman for Gov. 
Larry Hogan, confirmed plans for a 
Wednesday announcement but would not 
provide details. House Speaker Michael E. 
Busch and Senate President Thomas V. 
Mike Miller are expected to speak at the 
event. 

Del. Joseline Pena-Melnyk and Sen. 
Thomas M. “Mac” Middleton, who spon- 
sored the bills to fill the gap left by Congress’ 
elimination of a key source of funds for 
Obamacare, said they have been told the 
waiver has been approved. 

‘Tm very pleased that the work of the 
General Assembly is going to pay off” said 
Pena-Melnyk, a Prince George’s County 
Democrat. “Honest to God, I think it’s 
fantastic.” 

Passage of the bills creating the reinsur- 
ance plan and seeking the waiver were 
See WAIVER, page 15 


SUMMARY 
OF THE NEWS 


SPORTS 


RAVEN IS SUS- 
PENDED: Top cor- 
nerback Jimmy 
Smith has been sus- 
pended for four 
games for violating 
the NFL's personal- 
conduct policy, the 
league said. The team said the league 
“found evidence of threatening and emo- 
tionally abusive behaviors by Jimmy 
toward his former girlfriend that showed 
a pattern of improper conduct.” SPORTS 
PG1 


OBITUARIES 


CIVIC LEADER DIES: Sally J. Michel, a 
former chair of the Baltimore Planning 
Commission, died at her Roland Park 
home. She was 80. NEWS PG14 
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Trump EPA 
plan would give 
states authority 
over emissions 


By SCOTT DANCE 
The Baltimore Sun 


President Donald Trump’s administra- 
tion on Tuesday proposed a new set of rules 
that would give states greater control over 
limits on pollution from coal-fired power 
plants — and likely allow many of those 
plants to operate longer than they would 
have under a plan former President Barack 
Obama had set in motion. 

The Trump plan comes as Maryland 
officials are pressing the federal govern- 
ment to require coal plants in upwind states 
to do more to scrub their emissions of 
harmful pollutants. 

Maryland Environment Secretary Ben 
Grumbles said the state would oppose any 
changes to the Obama-era Clean Power 
Plan that make it less stringent and reduce 
federal enforcement of power plant pollu- 
tion. 

Grumbles said the state would explore 
legal action and work on state- and 
region-level efforts to reduce air pollution 
See EMISSIONS, page 15 
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